
ANCESTRAL SOULS RISING

BREATH. POWER. PRAYER.

OCTOBER 31 - NOVEMBER 8, 2022

We live in the time of a major pandemic that
has impacted the lives of African and African
descendants around the world. As we engage
with death, transition and elevation in the age
of COVID-19 we become aware of the absence
of many of our acts of closure and mourning. 

Our ancient, sacred actions and activities, like
the communal building of altars, calling the
names of the departed, drumming, ceremonial
procession, group singing and chanting, wailing
and “falling out,” group memorial celebrations
like Second Line and laughter-filled, life-
remembering repasts cannot be carried out. 

In the African Diaspora, there are many rich
traditions that elevate and venerate the spirits
of our ancestors. One of the most important of
these traditions is the gathering of those who
are powerful to speak in unison to call the
ancestors, to witness their lives well lived. In
doing this we acknowledge to them and others
that we remember them, we call their names,
we speak of them in the community and keep
them forever in our hearts. 

THE CURRENT TIMES...

A R T W O R K  B Y  N E D R A  T .  W I L L I A M S



Our elders have, for many generations, known the
power of prayer, ritual and breath.We are calling
upon that ancient wisdom at this time of crisis in
our community as we are denied breath - “I can’t
breathe”, in our lives and families.We will use our
wisdom, our breath, the most sacred thing we have
for survival, and our prayers to send energy into the
world that invokes and honors our ancestors. Doing
this creates a vibration that protects us, and
employs their ancient wisdom for the well-being of
our communities.

African people often speak of the soul as being
multilayered.The Elder priests of Oyotunji Village in
South Carolina have studied the beliefs of the entire
diaspora and composed a view of the nine layers of
the soul.

This analysis provides insight into how we can
identify and heal the trauma visited upon African
people throughout the Diaspora.

"WE WILL NOT BE TRACKED.

WE WILL NOT BE TRAPPED.

WE WILL NOT BE TRADED!

KEEP GOING!"

The women and men of the Egungun Societies have
taken sacred oaths to oversee these rituals of
caring for the ancestors who protect the living.
Members of these societies have come together to
create a global event that honors the sacred rituals
of elevation. This is known as the “Nine Day
Elevation of the Souls” ritual.The ritual will include
explanations of the nine layers of the soul.

Each day an elder will share with participants
actions that can be done for your beloveds. Elders
from cultural traditions around the globe will pray
together each day for nine days. Registered
participants will receive information about the
rituals and activities presented during the nine
days.

P I C T U R E :  Q U E E N  M O T H E R  M O O R E P I C T U R E :  F A N N I E  L O U  H A M E R

P I C T U R E :  D I A S P O R I C  F U N E R A R Y  R I T E S

P I C T U R E :  M A E  S T E L L A ,  B E L O V E D  S P I R I T U A L  L E A D E R ,  B A H I A  B R A Z I L

H E L P E D  H U N D R E D S  O F  B L A C K  C I T I Z E N S  I N
1 9 6 0 S  M I S S I S S I P P I  W H O  H A D  B E E N  D E N I E D

T H E  R I G H T  T O  V O T E  T O  R E G I S T E R .  
 

 F O U N D E R  O F  T H E  R E P U B L I C  O F  N E W
A F R I K A ,  A N D  L E A D  A S  T H E  “ M O T H E R ”  O F
T H E  M O D E R N  R E P A R A T I O N S  M O V E M E N T



WATER RITUALS

E M A I L :  
C O U N C I L 4 G A R @ G M A I L . C O M

 

Y O U T U B E :  
H T T P S : / / W W W . Y O U T U B E . C O M / C / T H E C O U N C I L F O R G L O B A L A N C E S T R A L R E V E R E N C E

 

F A C E B O O K :
H T T P S : / / W W W . F A C E B O O K . C O M / T H E C O U N C I L 4 G A R

VISIT US

P I C T U R E S :  S P I R I T U A L  R E U N I F I C A T I O N  R I T E S

mailto:Council4GAR@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheCouncilforGlobalAncestralReverence
https://www.facebook.com/TheCouncil4GAR


I Y A B E J I  D R .  C A T H Y  R O Y A L

B I O :
I Y A B E J I  D R .  C A T H Y  R O Y A L  I S  A  D A U G H T E R  O F
Y E M A N J A  A N D  H A S  R I G H T S  T O  T H E  R I T U A L S
O F  T H E  A N C E S T R A L  S O C I E T I E S ,  W O R K I N G  T O
B R I N G  T H E  S P I R I T  O F  T H E  A N C E S T O R S  T O  T H E
G L O B A L  A F R I C A N  V I L L A G E .  S H E  I S  T H E
A U T H O R  O F  S E V E R A L  B O O K S  A N D  W R I T E S
U N D E R  T H E  N A M E  O D U L U N A ,  " D A N C I N G
S T O R Y T E L L E R " .

Y E Y E  L U I S A H  T E I S H

B I O :
L U I S A H  T E I S H  I S  A  S T O R Y T E L L E R ,  W R I T E R ,  A N
A R T I S T - A C T I V I S T ,  A N D  S P I R I T U A L  G U I D A N C E
C O U N S E L O R .  S H E  I S  A N  I N I T I A T E D  E L D E R
( I Y A N I F A )  I N  T H E  I F A / O R I S H A  T R A D I T I O N  O F
T H E  W E S T  A F R I C A N  D I A S P O R A  A N D  I S  T H E
A U T H O R  O F  " J A M B A L A Y A :  T H E  N A T U R A L
W O M A N ' S  B O O K  O F  P E R S O N A L  C H A R M S  A N D
P R A C T I C A L  R I T U A L S " .

O H E N  I M E N E ,  
N E D R A  W I L L I A M S

B I O :
O H E N  I M E N E  ( T H E  D O C T O R ) ,  I Y A  N E D R A
W I L L I A M S ,  I S  A N  O L O K U N  P R I E S T E S S ,  H E A L E R
A N D  V I S U A L  A R T I S T  F R O M  O A K L A N D ,  C A .  S H E
W A S  I N I T I A T E D  I N  B E N I N  C I T Y ,  N I G E R I A  A N D
W A S  G I V E N  H E R  C H I E F T A I N C Y  T I T L E  I N  2 0 0 5 .
S H E  I S  A  M E M B E R  O F  T H E  E G U N G U N  S O C I E T Y
A N D  P E R F O R M S  A N C E S T O R  R I T U A L S
T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  B A Y  A R E A .

THE 2022 COUNCIL 



I Y A  W A N D A  R A V E R N E L L - S T E W A R T

B I O :
A  F O R M E R  J O U R N A L I S T ,  W A N D A  R A V E R N E L L -
S T E W A R T  I S  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  O F
O A K L A N D ' S  O M N I R A  I N S T I T U T E ,  W H I C H
A D D R E S S E S  S O C I A L  J U S T I C E  F O R  A F R I C A N
A M E R I C A N S  U T I L I Z I N G  A F R I C A N  S P I R I T U A L
P R A C T I C E S .  S H E  W A S  I N I T I A T E D  T O  T H E
M Y S T E R I E S  O F  O Y A  I N  1 9 8 5 .

I Y A  O S U N K E M I  E L I Z A B E T H
C O L E M A N

B I O :
Ì Y Á  Ọ� Ṣ U N K Ẹ M I  ( E L I Z A B E T H  C O L E M A N )  I S  A
C U L T U R A L  A R T S  E D U C A T O R  B R I N G I N G  A F R I C A N
A N D  A F R I C A N  D I A S P O R A  M U S I C ,  D A N C E ,  A N D
T H E A T E R  T O  C H I L D R E N  A N D  A D U L T S .  Ì Y Á
Ọ� Ṣ U N K Ẹ M I  I S  O N E  O F  T H E  L E A D E R S  O F  T H E
Y O R Ù B Á  S P I R I T U A L  H O U S E  I L É  À Ṣ Ẹ  Ṣ À N G Ó
E W É L È R È  A N D  C O - F O U N D E R  O F  Ì Y Á  M Ọ Ò P Ó
W O R K S H O P ,  A  S P A C E  A N D  F O R U M  F O R  C U L T U R A L
E D U C A T I O N  A N D  A C T I O N  T H R O U G H  A R T ,  M U S I C ,
W O R D S ,  A N D  O T H E R  P R A C T I C A L  M E A N S .  S H E
C U R R E N T L Y  L I V E S  I N  S A V A N N A H ,  G E O R G I A .

I Y A  S A N G O Y E M I - O S U N D I W U R A
B A R B A R A  E A T O N  

B I O :
Ì Y Á  Ṣ À N G Ó Y Ẹ M Í - Ọ� Ṣ U N D I W Ú R À  ( B A R B A R A  E A T O N )
I S  A N  O N Í Ṣ À N G Ó  A N D  L E A D E R  O F  I L É  À Ṣ Ẹ
Ṣ À N G Ó E W É L È R È ,  A  Y O R Ù B Á  S P I R I T U A L  H O U S E  I N
T H E  Ì Ṣ Ẹ�  Ṣ E  T R A D I T I O N .  S H E  I S  T H E  C O - F O U N D E R
O F  Ì Y Á  M Ọ Ò P Ó  W O R K S H O P  A N D  C O - D I R E C T O R  O F
T H E  M U L T I M E D I A  D O C U M E N T A R Y  P R O J E C T
“ E G Ú N G Ú N :  T H E  A R T  O F  L I V I N G . ” Ì Y Á  ‘ Y Ẹ M Í  I S  A N
A R T I S T - R E S E A R C H E R  W H O  E V O K E S  A N C E S T R A L
M E M O R Y  B Y  B U I L D I N G  H E A L I N G  G A R D E N S  I N
S A V A N N A H ,  G E O R G I A .

L O G I S T I C A L  C O O R D I N A T O R :  
D A Z I A  W A L L E R S O N


